Rating reliability for life events and difficulties in the elderly.
The inter-rater reliability of Brown's measure of ongoing difficulties ('severity') is shown to be comparable with that of the measure of life events ('long-term threat') when using data from an elderly subject pool. Test-retest reliabilities for both the life event and difficulty measures are shown to be adequate if based on 'consensus' ratings. The question is raised of generalizability of the concepts of 'threat' and 'severity' across the lifespan.